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In general terms, independent legal advice is provided by an outside lawyer or paralegal who is unrelated to 
the client’s matter, associated parties, or the lawyer or paralegal, and who does not have a conflicting 
interest. The role of this outside lawyer or paralegal is to provide legal advice that is objective and unbiased 
regarding a decision the individual is facing. The outside lawyer or paralegal is only retained for the limited 
purpose of providing independent legal advice so that the individual appreciates the nature and 
consequences of the decision to be made.  Under the lawyers' ​Rules ​and the ​Paralegal Rules​, the decision 
usually relates to whether the individual should retain a lawyer or paralegal in a matter where there is a 
conflict of interest, or continue with a retainer where a conflict of interest has arisen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://lso.ca/about-lso/legislation-rules/rules-of-professional-conduct
https://lso.ca/about-lso/legislation-rules/paralegal-rules-of-conduct
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